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KCMBF PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

WANT TO GET INVOLVED  
WITH THE FOUNDATION?

Email info@kcmbf.org

Congratulations to Jonathan L. 
Lowrey of Lowrey Legal LLC for being 
selected as this month’s Military 
Matters Pro Bono Spotlight. To learn 
more, visit KCMBF's Facebook page, 
Instagram account, or kcmbf.org/
militarymatters.

Jonathan L. Lowrey

PRO BONO SPOTLIGHT

Leon Versfeld

A Letter from Leon
Howzit
 
In my previous article, we talked a little about KCMBF’s Student Law Academy (SLA) and our 
kick-off event where we had over 40 students attend to learn about the opportunity that SLA 
provides.  
 
This year marks our fifth year of SLA programming, giving more opportunities to underrepre-
sented high school students from the Kansas City area. SLA’s objective is to provide these stu-
dents with an opportunity to engage in meaningful paid programming to spark or further their 
interest in a career in law. With two of our graduates already admitted to law school, we aim to 
continue our efforts to provide opportunities to Kansas City area students in their aspiration to 
go to law school.

To be selected for the SLA program, students were asked to make a video wherein they make 
their case on why they should be selected to participate in one of the limited SLA opportunity 
slots. Our cutoff date to submit videos was April 21, and on May 1 students are selected. The 
first part of our SLA program will run from June 5 – June 30 wherein students will participate in 
daily educational presentations on different careers and topics in the law. The second part of 
the SLA program runs from July 10 - July 28 and covers the job shadow segment.

It is always hard to only have limited spots available for these students, and not have the cap-
acity to enroll everybody. This year we have doubled the opportunity. This, however, comes at a 
cost, and we still NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. Think of those who invested in you when 
you had similar aspirations to become a lawyer. Become a sponsor today!

Email us at info@kcmbf.org and let us know at what level you want to make a tax-deductible 
contribution. 

Military Matters – A quick update on this remarkable program.
 

•We’ve received 89 legal referrals so far in the first quarter of 2023. This is up 25% from 
the first quarter of 2022. Our volunteer attorneys have been busy with referrals, and many 
have picked up multiple cases in a short turnaround time. 

•There are currently 16 open cases pending a volunteer match. This is a higher number 
than usual, month-to-month.

•Family Law and Estate planning are the highest referral types of this quarter.

•DON’T MISS IT: The Military Matters VeteRun 5k is scheduled for August 5th. (Scott 
Gyllenborg has already started training.)

And finally, our Afrikaans words for the month of May: 

What we have learned so far - 

Howzit – A South African informal way of saying “hello.”

Baie Dankie - Afrikaans for “Thank you very much.”

Groete – Afrikaans for “regards.”

Lekker – This word has a very versatile meaning and can be used to describe anything you 
like/enjoy/find tasty.  

Braai – This is the Afrikaans word for barbeque (BBQ). However, there is a difference between 
the South African braai and the American BBQ in that a braai just isn't considered a braai if 
cooked on a gas grill. The visit around the fire with a drink and good company is what a true 
braai is all about.  

Rugby – This is one of the national sports played in South Africa. The South African national 
team is called the Springboks. Those who play the game define it as a collision sport of elegant 
violence where the ball is moved forward by throwing it backwards. 

Prokureur – Afrikaans for “attorney” or “lawyer.”

Advokaat - Afrikaans for “advocate."  In South Africa (similar than in the U.K) there is a distinc-
tion between an attorney and an advocate (solicitor/attorney and barrister/advocate). 

Javier Centonzio 

Congratulations to Javier Centonzio, 
Attorney and Owner at Jakobe Law  
Firm, LLC for being selected as 
this month’s Military Matters Pro 
Bono Spotlight. To learn more, 
visit KCMBF’s Facebook page, 
Instagram account or kcmbf.org/
militarymatters.

KCMBF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This year – 2024 – marks ten years since your Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation 
began operating its own programs to enable Kansas City area lawyers to not just raise 
and donate money, but to actively use their time and talents to help others through our 
signature Legal Connection programs. 

These programs have been tremendously successful. Since 1998, the Domestic 
Violence Alliance seminars have provided essential interdisciplinary information, 
education, and support to legal, social service, medical, and law enforcement 
agencies that support victims and work to eliminate domestic violence. At last count, 
our Military Matters program has handled over 1,600 referrals, and its volunteers 
have provided more than 7,100 hours of pro bono service worth over $1.4 million. 
The Student Law Academy has provided paid internships to more than one hundred 
students attending high schools in disadvantaged areas of our metro, allowing them 
to participate in Legal Pathway and Job Shadow programs and learn about careers in 
the legal profession. 

Our officers, board members and program chairs have spent January planning how to 
manage, support and strengthen KCMBF and these programs. Our updated strategic 
plan for KCMBF focuses on visibility, sustainability and increasing our impact through 
community partnerships. We want the entire legal, business, and civic communities 
– in Kansas City and elsewhere -- to know about the splendid work your Foundation 
is doing. We want to take steps toward expanding Military Matters beyond Kansas 
City. We want more area lawyers to participate in what KCMBF is doing, by attending, 
volunteering, and sponsoring. We also want to broaden our base of financial support, 
so we are not always asking the same lawyers and firms to fund the Foundation’s work.

We have a terrific and diverse group of leaders working to accomplish these goals: 
immediate past-president Leon Versfeld, vice-president Ron Nguyen, treasurer 
Tamara Veit, secretary Amy Coopman, and legal advisor Betsy Lynch; returning board 
members Brandee Bower, Crystal Ellison, Charissa Holliday-Scott, Jeff McCarther, 
Phyllis Norman, Jennifer Reagan, Kamilia Scott, Scott Bethune, Kelly Campbell, 
Athena Dickson, Mark Emison, Mike George, Lisa Hansen, Meghan Litecky, Marcus 
McLaughlin, and our newest class of board members consists of Perry Brandt, Crissy 
Del Percio, Anne Marie Marchael, Bill Martucci, Anthony McDaniel, Elizabeth Murray, 
Wes Shumate, and Sam Wendt. Kelly Campbell also chairs the Military Matters 
program; Elizabeth Murray and Kamillia Scott chair the SLA, and Madison Peak chairs 
the DVA. We have an excellent staff – led by Vickie, the Kims (Elrod and Homer), Greg 
Wacker,  Sheneka Partee,  Carlos Mercado, Phoenix Cartwright, Victoria Campbell, 
Dan Vater, Stacey Eisele, Kendall Bath, and Curtis Wall, and everyone else at KCMBA, 
to guide, help, and do the heavy lifting. With this team, we will do great things this year.  

But they cannot do it alone, so we need your help. Congressman Emmanuel Cleaver 
once urged a group of lawyers and businesspeople to devote at least a part of their 
time, talents, and resources to helping others without expecting anything tangible in 
return. Using a well-placed comma, he exhorted us to “be good, for nothing.” 

The Second Decade of KCMBF’s 
Signature Programs

Russell S. Jones, Jr.Russell S. Jones, Jr.
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Your KCMBF has been providing area lawyers with opportunities to be good, for nothing, for over a decade. We can volunteer 
to teach and mentor high school students participating in the Student Law Academy. We can volunteer to provide pro bono 
representation for area veterans, members of the military, and their families, through Military Matters. We can support efforts 
to end the scourge of domestic violence. We can work harder to uphold and teach our fellow citizens about KCMBF  the 
importance of the rule of law. We can contribute financially to support the work of the KCMBF, for example by running in the 
Military Matters VeteRUN 5K (August 24, 2024,) at the National World War I Museum and attending the Liberty and Justice 
Gala (September 21, 2024, at the Carriage Club. Stop reading this column and put both of those events on your calendar 
today! 

We can do the most good for the most people if we spread the load broadly throughout the Kansas City legal community. Trust 
me, volunteering for a KCMBF program will be one of the most fulfilling things you will do in 2024. So, avoid FOMO – let me, 
any of our KCMBF officers, directors, program chairs, or staff know if you have questions or would like to step up and help. 

— Russ

KCMBA presents its 51st Annual Bench-Bar & Boardroom Conference. The conference 
will take place May 8-10 at The Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark, MO. 
Registration is now open and all members are invited to attend. For more information, 
and to register, visit kcmba.org/bbbc.

KCMBF IS ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR THE JACK L. CAMPBELL LEGACY AWARD,  
TO BE GIVEN AT THE LIBERTY & JUSTICE GALA ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2024, AT THE CARRIAGE CLUB.  

The Award, created in 2003 and originally named the Liberty & Justice Legacy Award, is given in recognition of 
dedication to the principles of liberty and justice through exemplary professional, civic, and community service.  

Please send your nomination to info@kcmbf.org containing a narrative description of why the nominee should receive 
the award no later than April 1, 2024.
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