
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet the 2022 Legal Pathway Scholars 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Alexander Abreu Mendez 
William Chrisman High School (Senior) 
 
Alexander has been in debate for three years, is in STA (Summit 
Tech Academy), and is originally from the Dominican Republic. 
Alex is interested in the law because he, “always liked the idea of 
becoming a criminal defense lawyer or a family lawyer.” Alex’s 
SLA Mentor is Robert Titus of Titus Law Firm, LLC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Samantha Aguilar 
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior) 
 
Samantha has dreams of being a lawyer. Samantgha has always 
been a good student, is on the honor roll, and is involved with 
volunteer work at the public library in Bonner Springs. Samantha’s 
parents had a separation and she had to spend time in court. 
“The lawyers would advocate for me. I felt seen even when I 
wasn’t there. I want to help other people.” Samantha is currently 
interested in family law and business law. Samantha’s SLA Mentors 
are Emily Crane of Seigfreid Bingham, PC and Tamara Veit of 
McElligott, Ewan & Hall, PC. 
 
 
 

 
Alyssa Arthur 
Grandview High School (Junior) 
 
Alyssa is on the softball team and is the co-drum major in 
marching band. Alyssa also goes to the Herndon Career Center 
for police science and is a great student, and describes herself as 
kind, dependent, and loyal. Alyssa would like to help people who 
normally can’t afford a good lawyer. “I want to be here. I want to 
learn more about what it takes to become a lawyer. It [SLA] will 
probably change me forever.” Alyssa’s SLA Mentor is Amanda 
Swysgood of Missouri Department of Social Services. 
 
 
 
 

 



Laila Atkins 
Grandview High School (Junior) 
 
Laila has two aunts who are real estate attorneys, and her dad 
works in finance and marketing, so Laila has been surrounded by 
attorneys throughout her life. As a classic overachiever, Laila is 
working on finding a balance outside of school for a social life. 
Laila is on the girl’s tennis team, in the early college program at 
MCC Longview, is in NHS, loves writing, and has been on the Tents 
Team. Laila’s SLA Mentor is Sara Harrison of Missouri Department of 
Higher Education and Workforce Development. 
 
 
 
 

 
Angel Batchelor 
Van Horn High School (Junior) 
 
Angel wants to be a criminal defense lawyer. Angel wants to help 
those people who have been wrongfully convicted and help 
them get back to their families and loved ones. Angel describes 
herself as committed, passionate, and positive in her outlook on 
life. Angel has been involved in Youth Court, Van Horn 
Ambassadors, is part of theater, and loves working with all 
different types of people. Angel’s SLA Mentor is Ara Bailey Brown 
of The Bailey Brown Law Office LLC. 
 
 
 
 

 
Joshua Borman 
Truman High School (Senior) 
 
Joshua plans on studying economics and has an interest in 
becoming a lawyer – Joshua already has sights set on a high LSAT 
score. One of Joshua’s greatest strengths is, “I work really hard for 
what I want, and lawyers do, too. They have to do their research – 
even if you lose, you learn what you can do better. I am never 
satisfied where I’m at and I believe lawyers carry that trait.” 
Joshua has been on the basketball team and debate team, and 
has interest in international trade, business law, medical law, 
products liability, and medical malpractice. Joshua’s SLA Mentor 
is Kelly Frickleton of Bartimus Frickleton Robertson Rader P.C. 
 
 
 



A’Mya Clifton 
Ruskin High School (Rising Junior) 
 
A’Mya says, “It has been my dream to be a lawyer since sixth 
grade.” A’Mya is interested in studying sociology and pre-law or 
justice as an undergraduate student, and describes herself as 
open-minded and a good listener. A’Mya is intellectually smart, 
outgoing, and loves to learn about new things, is interested in civil 
rights and asks a lot of great questions. A’Mya’s SLA Mentor is 
Anne Marchael of Marchael Consulting, LLC. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ibrahime Dia 
Lincoln College Preparatory Academy (Junior) 
 
Ibrahime is interested in criminal prosecution and civil rights law. 
He wants to attend KU, major in criminology, and open up a law 
firm in Kansas City to give back to the community. Ibrahime is 
organized, on task, always has a plan, is not above criticism, and 
respects the dignity of others. Ibrahime’s achievements include 
KCPS Lit, vice president of NHS, Black Student Union, Junior Class 
President, KEY Club, and student ambassador. Ibrahime’s SLA 
Mentors are Hon. Martina Peterson of 16th Judicial Circuit Court 
Kansas City Municipal Division and Marty Seaton of Turner, 
Sweeny & Seaton. 
 
 

 
 

Brennah Guinn 
William Chrisman High School (Senior) 
 
Brennah is the co-presiding judge of the Independence Youth 
Court and wants to become a lawyer. Brennah has been the 
president of the Photography Club, is the outreach chair of the 
Student Council, and is successful on the debate team. Brennah 
recently joined the dance team senior year. “I am legally blind 
and have very little depth perception, so keeping up with my 
team has been a challenge. I put in extra hours and had great 
friends who encouraged me to try out. I did and made the 
team.” Brennah has had to look into the ADA laws to get what 
was needed to be successful in school. Brennah’s SLA Mentor is 
Gillian Ruddy Wilcox of ACLU of Missouri. 
 



 
Estrella Hernandez 
East High School (Senior) 
 
Estrella has been planning for a long time for a career in the law. 
Estrella wants to get her JD in six years and would like guidance for 
how to get there. Estrella is adaptable and has faced adversity in 
life and sees value in taking time to overcome challenges. Estrella 
recently won a poetry competition, has made it to state for cross 
country three times, made it to sectionals for track even with an 
injury, and was more recently accepted into KU’s LEAD program. 
Estrella’s SLA Mentor is Athena Dickson of Siro Smith Dickson PC. 
 
 
 
 
Charlie Hernandez Cardoza 
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior) 
 
Charlie is a critical thinker, a team player, proficient, gets work 
done quickly, and likes building connections. In law class, Charlie 
uses the IRAC method and enjoys being the “managing partner” 
of the team. Charlie has seen lawyers and how they can have a 
very positive impact on their clients’ lives. “It’s very cool how they 
can make a person’s life a little bit better.” Charlie is interested in 
immigration law and likes to skateboard and play guitar. “Every 
day you improve. You have to put in hours. I love the progression 
and how you can see yourself improving.” Charlie’s SLA Mentor is 
Joseph McGreevy of McGreevy Law, LLC. 
 
 
 
Dominic Johnson 
Ruskin High School (Rising Junior) 
 
Dominic is an accomplished baseball player and now football 
player who is being recruited by D1 and D2 schools. Dominic’s 
dad owns a business and Dominic is helping with accounting 
services. Dominic himself owns a music producer business and runs 
its website. Dominic describes himself as a good debater, 
dedicated, able to adapt and try new things, and doesn’t quit. 
Dominic is interested in business law and civil litigation. Dominic’s 
SLA Mentor is Anthony McDaniel of Guin Mundorf LLC. 
 
 
 
 

 



Sarah Karman 
Van Horn High School (Rising Junior) 
 
Sarah has a strong interest in law in general, debate, and criminal 
law. Sarah has been to state and nationals in Lincoln-Douglas 
debate and volunteers with her church. Sarah would like to 
understand which practice areas handle which types of cases 
and wants to use SLA to build on the skillset needed to become a 
lawyer. Sarah’s SLA Mentor is Brandon Steenson of Commerce 
Bancshares, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
Eric Martinez 
F.L. Schlagle High School (Senior) 
 
Eric is interested in figuring out how to become a better lawyer. 
Eric has taken several law classes in high school, was successful on 
the debate team, and hopes SLA will result in exposure to many 
different practice areas. Eric asks a lot of questions and wants SLA 
to set his mind to a path forward in the law. Eric’s SLA Mentor is 
Michael George of Polsinelli PC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marlene Montoya 
Wyandotte High School (Junior) 
 
Marlene is interested in redemption law (like Youth Court) and 
immigration law. Marlene is determined and a good researcher 
and counts among many accomplishments helping out the 
homeless through church, receiving the KC Scholars match, and 
receiving peer mediation training. Marlene says, “Experience is 
everything. I can learn something and do something to help.” 
Marlene’s SLA Mentor is Elizabeth Murray of Baty Otto Coronado 
Scheer PC. 
 
 
 
 
 



Anh Nguyen 
East High School (Senior) 
 
Anh says, “My dream when I first immigrated to the US is to be an 
attorney. I would like to gain information about how people can 
help themselves.” Anh is interested in business law and 
immigration law. “My interest started right at the airport when we 
had to sign papers. We agreed without understanding 
everything. I want to understand and help others understand.” 
Anh enjoys studying: “The more I study, the more I learn how to 
structure my thoughts.” Anh is in debate, NHS, and Student 
Council. Anh’s SLA Mentor is Hon. Justin Howard of Kansas City 
Immigration Court. 
 
 

 
Hsa Poe 
East High School (Junior) 
 
Hsa has always been interested in becoming a lawyer. 
“Throughout my life I have lived in a community that has not had 
a lot of representation in the field of work, whether it be police 
officers, lawyers, or any other job in the criminal justice path…I 
want to be a lawyer because I know I can be that voice for my 
community.” Hsa’s favorite class is government and has recently 
worked hard to improve their mental and physical health. In 
church Has plays guitar and in school participates on the debate 
team. Hsa’s SLA Mentor is Ronald Nguyen of The Law Office of 
Ronald Nguyen, LLC. 
 
 

 
 
Nathalya Santiago 
Crossroads Preparatory Academy (Rising Junior) 
 
Nathalya hopes to become a real estate attorney. Nathalya’s 
mother is a criminal justice worker and private investigator; 
however, Nathalya would like to pursue a different area of law. 
Nathalya enjoys personal expression and problem solving. 
Nathalya is originally from the US Virgin Islands and has had a 
difficult time adjusting to the new culture here. Nathalya gets 
good grades and likes to write poetry and stories, and gave a 
speech about bullying and helps other students with their mental 
health. Nathalya’s SLA Mentor is Kamillia Scott of Dentons US LLP. 
 
 
 



 
Bleh Say 
Wyandotte High School (Junior) 
 
Bleh wants to attend UCM and major in criminal justice. Bleh is in 
HPS Academy (Human Law and Public Service) and Youth Court, 
and says, “There are not many women or girls in this career. I 
want to help the Asian community.” She describes herself as very 
coachable and dependable. She was born in a refugee camp in 
Thailand and had to learn English and help those around her. She 
is a KC Scholar and ranked number one in her class. She is also 
curious about a career as a detective. Bleh’s SLA Mentor is Aaron 
Wynhausen of Fox Rothschild, LLP. 
 
 
 

 
Eric Sherrod, Jr. 
F.L. Schlagle High School (Senior) 
 
Eric has taken three law classes in high school and is interested in 
criminal defense work. Eric describes himself as friendly and 
enjoys reading and writing. Originally from Mississippi, music is a 
big part of Eric’s life: playing the trombone in band, participating 
in jazz band, and singing in choir. Eric is proud to graduate high 
school at age 17. Eric’s SLA Mentor is Brice Barnard of Platte 
County Prosecuting Attorney's Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sophia Snyder 
Shawnee Mission East High School (Junior) 
 
Sophia is interested in going into criminal justice. Sophia’s interest 
stemmed from her brother, who is a criminal justice major. “There 
is not a lot of Native American representation in the system, so I 
want to change that.” Sophia is a people person who likes lead, 
is co-captain of the All-Star cheerleading team that won the 
national competition. Sophia is a good student and prides herself 
on being a good person. She is in tune with her culture and uses 
Facetime with her grandma regularly to learn how to bead in the 
Ho-Chunk tradition. Sophia’s SLA Mentor is Michelle Morris of 
Jackson County Public Administrator's Office. 
 
 



 
Nyla Taylor 
East High School (Rising Junior) 
 
Nyla says, “I know for a fact that I want to go to graduate school 
to become a lawyer. It’s where my heart is at. It’s where it always 
has been. We only really see criminal law so it would be helpful to 
learn about different practice areas.” Nyla describes herself as a 
good communicator and problem solver. Nyla works well with 
others and loves sports (volleyball and track), academics, and 
church. Nyla went to Flint to help with the water crisis and 
recently got into ECA (Early College Academy) to get her 
associate’s degree while in high school. “I have what it takes to 
be successful…I will become the best lawyer to come out of 
Kansas City.” Nyla’s SLA Mentors are Amy Coopman of Bridge 
Mediation, LLC and Camille Roe of Armstrong Teasdale LLP. 

 
Tayron Taylor 
Southeast High School (Rising Junior) 
 
Tayron is interested in understanding more about law school and 
learning more about what lawyers actually do. Tayron describes 
himself as very smart and gets along with others very well. He has 
been in football for many years and recently joined the baseball 
team. He is respectful, gets good grades, and shows up to class 
on time. Tayron wants to help others in need with help in the law. 
Tayron’s SLA Mentor is Abraham Kuhl of Law Office of Young, Kuhl 
& Frick, LLC. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ceona Tinsley 
East High School (Junior) 
 
Ceona says, “If I get enough scholarships, I want to go to college 
and bring more justice for minorities.” Ceona wants to be inside 
the circle to get the bad apples out to have a good justice 
system in the future, “whether I am a lawyer or spy or work for the 
government.” Ceona currently lives in the city and works in a 
suburban area out of her comfort zone, and describes herself as 
an admirable person who wants to help people. ”My main thing 
is I just want to learn more.” Ceona’s SLA Mentor is Ashley Garrett 
of Cummings McClorey Davis Acho & Associates, P.C. 
 
 



Kateryn Torres-Diaz 
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior) 
 
Kateryn has an interest in law because both of her parents are 
immigrants. Kateryn describes herself as a great communicator 
and enjoys being the “managing partner” in her law class. 
Kateryn volunteers with her church and is interested in criminal 
law. Kateryn’s SLA Mentor is Erick Orantez of Stinson LLP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sara Vasquez 
Shawnee Mission South High School (Junior) 
 
Sara is interested in going into a law field and would like to 
explore different career options within law. Sara routinely 
watches court proceedings and is a confident public speaker. 
Sara is in NHS, Interact Club, works two jobs, plays tennis and 
pickleball, and is taking AP courses. Sara is originally from Costa 
Rica and will be the first in her family to go to college. Sara wants 
to do something big and pursue a law career. Sara’s SLA Mentor 
is Courtney Stout of Williams Dirks Dameron LLC. 
 
 
 
 

 
Donte Williams 
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior) 
 
Donte has been involved in law classes and debate at school.  
Donate describes himself as a hard worker and a good 
communicator. Donte is in cross country and band, is well-
rounded, and has a good GPA. A recent challenge involved one 
of Donte’s brothers, who has autism, who was having an 
emotional time. Donte calmed him down and helped him out. 
Donte says SLA will be a great experience to learn a lot and 
explore different practice areas. Donte’s SLA Mentors are Austin 
Osborn of McCartney Stucky LLC and Shannon Sorensen of 
Lawson Jadric Sorensen, LLC.  
 
 

 



 
 

Silvia Zuniga-Mena 
Sumner Academy of Arts & Science (Junior) 
 
Silvia says, “I want to go to law school and eventually become a 
criminal defense lawyer or an immigration lawyer.” Silvia has 
already put in a deposit for KU and wants to join their law 
program. Silvia’s exposure to law came from personal experience 
in a civil case where the landlord evicted the family. “I have never 
seen a Mexican attorney. I want to be there for people.” Silvia 
describes themselves as empathetic and openminded. They have 
competed in Mock Trial and plays the piano. Silvia says about 
joining SLA, “It would be beneficial for the Hispanic community to 
have someone so young and experienced for the up-and-coming 
generation for an attorney to understand the social changes from 

the 2000s to the 2020s. I try to be level-headed to understand generational differences and 
merge them. It would be nice to have someone who can speak Spanish and English so they 
don’t have to hire a translator.” Silvia’s SLA Mentor is Ivelisse Saint-Clair of Shook, Hardy & 
Bacon L.L.P. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Law Academy is a program of Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF) in 
partnership with PREP-KC. Its mission is to provide underserved urban high school students, 
who would not otherwise have the opportunity, meaningful exposure to careers in the legal 
profession and a broad overview of the legal system. Learn more about SLA at 
kcmbf.org/sla. 
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