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Program

Lauren Perkins Allen
KCMBF President,
Lauren Allen, LLC

Lauren Allen, LLC provides experienced and individualized legal representation to clients. Ms. Allen is committed to serving her 
clients with the highest standards of professionalism and advocating on their behalf throughout the legal process. Ms. Allen 
handles a broad range of litigation matters seeking the best results possible for her clients and their families. Ms. Allen serves as 
the 2022 President of Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF).

Welcome

Irene Caudillo
President & Chief Executive 

Officer, El Centro, Inc.

Irene received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia and a master’s degree in public administration 

from the University of Missouri-Kansas City. After graduating college, she developed children and youth programs for nonprofit 

organizations including El Centro and Wyandotte Mental Health Association in Wyandotte County. In 1994, she took a job 

with the Kansas City Missouri Health Department as the first minority health outreach coordinator. Her duties included educating 

health providers on how cultural beliefs and practices impact health behavior. In 1997, she returned to Wyandotte County as 

the Executive Director for Youth Opportunities Unlimited, Inc., an agency devoted to developing and maintaining collaborative 

efforts, advocating, and supporting services to improve the quality of life for Wyandotte County youth. In 2004, Caudillo joined 

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas as the Director of Family Strengthening where she directed and managed their social 

services throughout their 21-county service area. In 2011, Caudillo became Director of Clinic Operations for Swope Health 

Services where she provided day to day, operational leadership and direction to their satellite clinics. Caudillo ensured clinic 

operations meet expected financial and operational targets and that all clinics were functioning in a highly efficient and effective 

manner. For the last nine years, Caudillo has led the agency she started her career with, serving as President/Chief Executive 

Officer for El Centro. She oversees the day-to-day operations for the agency. Caudillo is a member of numerous community 

boards including the Wyandotte Health Foundation, Health Forward Foundation, KU Advancement Board, Greater Kansas City 

United Way, and the University of St. Mary Board of Trustee. She has received numerous honors for her work, including named 

by City Union Mission as one of five women in 2010 as the recipient of Women who Changed the Heart of the City award, 

the 2015 NFL’s Hispanic Heritage Leadership Award, the 2015 Donnelly College’s Delta Award, the 2016 Legend of Diversity 

award from the Wyandotte Ethnic Festival Committee, 2020 the Sisters of Charity Vincentian Charism Award and 2022 Kansas 

City Kansas Community College Hall of Fame honoree. Irene is married and the proud parent of three young adults.

Keynote Speaker

Opening Remarks

Amy Coopman is a full-time mediator and conducts mediations nationwide on a wide range of civil disputes, including business, 
education, employment, personal injury, philanthropy and property matters. Amy has a track record of national leadership 
in employment law matters, and she is a designated Super Layer, Missouri and Kansas, 2012-2018 (Employment Law); 
2019-present (Mediation). Amy is a frequent speaker on mediation and supports efforts to mentor new mediators and develop 
student-led mediation programs in secondary and post-secondary education. Amy serves on the KCMBF Board of Directors 
and is chair of the Student Law Academy Committee.

Amy Coopman
Bridge Mediation, LLC



Congrats to all 
of the 2022 

SLA graduates!



Meet the 2022 Scholars

Alexander Abreu Mendez
William Chrisman High School (Senior)

Alexander has been in debate for three 
years, is in STA (Summit Tech Academy), 
and is originally from the Dominican Re-
public. He is interested in the law because 
he, “always liked the idea of becoming 
a criminal defense lawyer or a family 
lawyer.”

Alyssa is on the softball team and is the 
co-drum major in marching band. She 
also goes to the Herndon Career Center 
for police science and is a great stu-
dent. She describes herself as kind, de-
pendent, and loyal. Alyssa would like to 
help people who normally can’t afford 
a good lawyer. She says, “I want to be 
here. I want to learn more about what it 
takes to become a lawyer. It [SLA] will 
probably change me forever.”

Laila has two aunts who are real estate 
attorneys, and her dad works in finance 
and marketing, so she has been surround-
ed by attorneys throughout her life. As a 
classic overachiever, she is working on 
finding a balance outside of school for 
a social life. She is on the girl’s tennis 
team, in the early college program at 
MCC Longview, is in NHS, loves writing, 
and has been on the Tents Team.

Samantha has dreams of being a lawyer. 
She has always been a good student, 
is on the honor roll, and is involved with 
volunteer work at the public library in 
Bonner Springs. Samantha’s parents had 
a separation and she had to spend time 
in court. She said of her experience, “The 
lawyers would advocate for me. I felt 
seen even when I wasn’t there. I want to 
help other people.” Samantha is currently 
interested in family law and business law.

Samantha Aguilar
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior)

Alyssa Arthur
Grandview High School (Junior)

Laila Atkins
Grandview High School (Junior)

Angel wants to be a criminal defense 
lawyer. She wants to help those people 
who have been wrongfully convicted 
and help them get back to their families 
and loved ones. Angel describes herself 
as committed, passionate, and positive 
in her outlook on life. She has been invol-
ved in Youth Court, Van Horn Ambassa-
dors, is part of theater, and loves working 
with all different types of people. 

Angel Batchelor
Van Horn High School (Junior)

Brennah is the co-presiding judge of the 
Independence Youth Court and wants 
to become a lawyer. She has been the 
president of the Photography Club, is 
the outreach chair of the Student Coun-
cil, and is successful on the debate team. 
She recently joined the dance team 
her senior year. “I am legally blind and 
have very little depth perception, so 
keeping up with my team has been a 
challenge. I put in extra hours and had 
great friends who encouraged me to try 
out. I did and made the team.” She has 
had to look into the ADA laws to get what 
she needed to be successful in school.

Brennah Guinn
William Chrisman High School (Senior)

Estrella has been planning for a long 
time for a career in the law. She wants 
to get her JD in six years and would like 
guidance for how to get there. She de-
scribes herself as adaptable and has 
faced adversity in life and she sees value 
in taking time to overcome challenges. 
She recently won a poetry competition, 
has made it to state for cross country 
three times, made it to sectionals for track 
even with an injury, and was more re-
cently accepted into KU’s LEAD program. 

Estrella Hernandez
East High School (Senior)

Charlie describes himself as a critical 
thinker. He is a team player, proficient, gets 
his work done quickly, and likes building 
connections. In his law class, he uses the 
IRAC method and enjoys being the 
“managing partner” of his team. He has 
seen lawyers and how they can have a 
very positive impact on their clients’ lives. 
“It’s very cool how they can make a 
person’s life a little bit better.” Charlie is 
interested in immigration law and likes to 
skateboard and play guitar. “Every day 
you improve. You have to put in hours. I 
love the progression and how you can 
see yourself improving.”

Charlie Hernandez Cardoza
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior)

Dominic is an accomplished baseball 
player and now football player who is 
being recruited by D1 and D2 schools. 
His dad owns a business and Dominic is 
helping with accounting services. Domi-
nic himself owns his own music producer 
business and runs his own website. He 
describes himself a good debater. He 
is dedicated and able to adapt and try 
new things and doesn’t quit. He is inter-
ested in business law and civil litigation.

Dominic Johnson
Ruskin High School (Rising Junior)

Joshua plans on studying economics and 
has an interest in becoming a lawyer – he 
already has his sights set on a high LSAT 
score. One of his greatest strengths is, 
“I work really hard for what I want, and 
lawyers do, too. They have to do their re-
search – even if you lose, you learn what 
you can do better. I am never satisfied 
where I’m at and I believe lawyers carry 
that trait.” Joshua has been on the basket-
ball team and debate team. He has inter-
est in international trade, business law, 
medical law, products liability, and medi-
cal malpractice.

Joshua Borman
Truman High School (Senior)

A’Mya says, “It has been my dream to 
be a lawyer since sixth grade.” A’Mya is 
interested in studying sociology and pre-
law or justice as an undergraduate stu-
dent. She describes herself as open-mind-
ed and a good listener. She is intellectually 
smart, outgoing, and loves to learn about 
new things. She is interested in civil rights 
and asks a lot of great questions.

A’Mya Clifton
Ruskin High School (Rising Junior)

Ibrahime is interested in criminal pros-
ecution and civil rights law. He wants 
to attend KU, major in criminology, and 
open up a law firm in Kansas City to 
give back to the community. Ibrahime is 
organized, on task, always has a plan, 
is not above criticism, and respects the 
dignity of others. His achievements in-
clude KCPS Lit, vice president of NHS, 
Black Student Union, Junior Class Presi-
dent, KEY Club, and student ambassador.

Ibrahime Dia
Lincoln College Preparatory Academy 

(Junior)



Sarah Karman
Van Horn High School (Rising Junior)

Sarah has a strong interest in law in gen-
eral, debate, and criminal law. She has 
been to state and nationals in Lincoln-
Douglas debate and volunteers with her 
church. Sarah would like to understand 
which practice areas handle which types 
of cases and wants to use SLA to build on 
the skillset needed to become a lawyer.

Marlene is interested in redemption law 
(like Youth Court) and immigration law. 
She considers herself determined and a 
good researcher. She counts among her 
accomplishments helping out the home-
less through her church, receiving the KC 
Scholars match, and receiving peer medi-
ation training. She says, “Experience is 
everything. I can learn something and do 
something to help.”

Anh says, “My dream when I first immigra-
ted to the US is to be an attorney. I would 
like to gain information about how people 
can help themselves.” She is interested in 
business law and immigration law. “My 
interest started right at the airport when we 
had to sign papers. We agreed without 
understanding everything. I want to under-
stand and help others understand.” Anh en-
joys studying: “The more I study, the more I 
learn how to structure my thoughts.” She is 
in debate, NHS, and Student Council. 

Eric is interested in figuring out how to 
become a better lawyer. He has taken 
several law classes in high school, was 
successful on the debate team, and hopes 
SLA will expose him to many different 
practice areas. He asks a lot of questions 
and wants SLA to set his mind to a path 
forward in the law. 

Eric Martinez
F.L. Schlagle High School (Senior)

Marlene Montoya
Wyandotte High School (Junior)

Anh Nguyen
East High School (Senior)

Hsa has always been interested in be-
coming a lawyer. “Throughout my life I 
have lived in a community that has not 
had a lot of representation in the field of 
work, whether it be police officers, law-
yers, or any other job in the criminal jus-
tice path…I want to be a lawyer because 
I know I can be that voice for my com-
munity.” Hsa’s favorite class is government 
and has recently worked hard to improve 
his mental and physical health. In church 
he plays guitar and in school participates 
on the debate team.

Hsa Poe
East High School (Junior)

Sophia is interested in going into criminal 
justice. Her interest stemmed from her 
brother, who is a criminal justice major. 
“There is not a lot of Native American 
representation in the system, so I want to 
change that.” Sophia is a people person 
who likes lead. She is co-captain of the 
All-Star cheerleading team that won the 
national competition. She is a good stu-
dent and prides herself on being a good 
person. She is in tune with her culture and 
uses Facetime with her grandma regularly 
to learn how to bead in the Ho-Chunk 
tradition.

Sophia Snyder
Shawnee Mission East High School 

(Junior)
Nyla says, “I know for a fact that I want to 
go to graduate school to become a law-
yer. It’s where my heart is at. It’s where it 
always has been. We only really see 
criminal law so it would be helpful to learn 
about different practice areas.” She de-
scribes herself as a good communicator 
and problem solver. She works well with 
others and loves sports (volleyball and 
track), academics, and church. She went 
to Flint to help with the water crisis and 
recently got into ECA (Early College 
Academy) to get her associate’s degree 
while in high school. She says, “I have 
what it takes to be successful. Based on 
my academic performance I would thrive 
[in SLA] – I will become the best lawyer to 
come out of Kansas City.”

Nyla Taylor
East High School (Rising Junior)

Tayron is interested in understanding more 
about law school and learning more 
about what lawyers actually do. He de-
scribes himself as very smart and gets 
along with others very well. He has been 
in football for many years and recently 
joined the baseball team. He is respect-
ful, gets good grades, and shows up to 
class on time. Tayron wants to help others 
in need with help in the law.

Tayron Taylor
Southeast High School (Rising Junior)

Ceona says, “If I get enough scholarships, 
I want to go to college and bring more 
justice for minorities.” She wants to be in-
side the circle to get the bad apples out 
to have a good justice system in the future, 
“whether I am a lawyer or spy or work for 
the government.” She currently lives in the 
city and works in a suburban area out of 
her comfort zone. She describes herself 
as an admirable person who wants to 
help people. ”My main thing is I just want 
to learn more.” 

Ceona Tinsley
East High School (Junior)

Nathalya hopes to become a real estate 
attorney. Her mother is a criminal justice 
worker and private investigator; however, 
she would like to pursue a different area 
of law. She enjoys expressing herself and 
problem solving. She is originally from the 
US Virgin Islands and has had a dif-
ficult time adjusting to the new culture 
here. She gets good grades and likes to 
write poetry and stories. She gave a 
speech about bullying and helps other 
students with their mental health.

Nathalya Santiago
Crossroads Preparatory Academy 

(Rising Junior)

Bleh wants to attend UCM and major in 
criminal justice. She is in HPS Academy 
(Human Law and Public Service) and 
Youth Court. She says, “There are not many 
women or girls in this career. I want to help 
the Asian community.” She describes her-
self as very coachable and dependable. 
She was born in a refugee camp in Thai-
land and had to learn English and help 
those around her. She is a KC Scholar and 
ranked number one in her class. She is also 
curious about a career as a detective.

Bleh Say
Wyandotte High School (Junior)

Eric has taken three law classes in high 
school and is interested in criminal defense 
work. He describes himself as friendly 
and enjoys reading and writing. He is 
originally from Mississippi. Music is a big 
part of Eric’s life: he plays the trombone 
in band, is in jazz band, and choir. He is 
proud to graduate high school at age 17.

Eric Sherrod, Jr.
F.L. Schlagle High School (Senior)



Kateryn Torres-Diaz
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior)

Kateryn has an interest in law because 
both of her parents are immigrants. She 
describes herself as a great communicator 
and enjoys being the “managing partner” 
in her law class. Kateryn volunteers with 
her church and is interested in criminal law.

Donte has been involved in law classes 
and debate at his school. He describes 
himself as a hard worker and a good 
communicator. He is in cross country and 
band, is well-rounded, and has a good 
GPA. A recent challenge he faced in-
volved one of his brothers, who has autism, 
who was having an emotional time. Donte 
calmed him down and helped him out. 
Donte says SLA will be a great ex-
perience to learn a lot and explore 
different practice areas.

Silvia says, “I want to go to law school 
and eventually become a criminal de-
fense lawyer or an immigration lawyer.” 
She has already put in a deposit for KU 
and wants to join their law program. Her 
exposure to law came from personal ex-
perience in a civil case where the land-
lord evicted her family. She says, “I have 
never seen a Mexican attorney. I want to 
be there for people.” Silvia describes her-
self as empathetic and openminded. She 
has competed in Mock Trial and plays 
the piano. She says about joining SLA, 
“It would be beneficial for the Hispanic 
community to have someone so young 
and experienced for the up-and-coming 
generation for an attorney to understand 
the social changes from the 2000s to the 
2020s. I try to be level-headed to under-
stand generational differences and merge 
them. It would be nice to have someone 
who can speak Spanish and English so 
they don’t have to hire a translator.”

Sara is interested in going into a law field 
and would like to explore different career 
options within law. She routinely watches 
court proceedings and is a confident 
public speaker. She is in NHS, Interact 
Club, works two jobs, plays tennis and 
pickleball, and is taking AP courses. Sara 
is originally from Costa Rica and will be 
the first in her family to go to college. She 
wants to do something big and pursue a 
law career.

Sara Vasquez
Shawnee Mission South High School 

(Junior)

Donte Williams
F.L. Schlagle High School (Junior)

Silvia Zuniga-Mena
Sumner Academy of Arts & Science 

(Junior)

SLA Class of 2022
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Legal Pathway Mentors

Amanda Swysgood
Missouri Department of 

Social Services

Robert Titus
Titus Law Firm, LLC 

Marty Seaton
Turner, Sweeny 

& Seaton

Shannon Sorensen
Lawson Jadric Sorensen, 

LLC

Brandon Steenson 
Commerce Bancshares, 

Inc.

Courtney Stout
Williams Dirks Dameron 

LLC

Kamillia Scott
Dentons US LLP

Ivelisse Saint-Clair 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon 

L.L.P.

Hon. Martina 
L. Peterson

16th Judicial Circuit Court
Kansas City Municipal Division

Austin Osborn
McCartney Stucky LLC

Camille Roe
Armstrong Teasdale LLP

Gillian Ruddy Wilcox
ACLU of Missouri

Brice Barnard
Platte County Prosecuting 

Attorney’s Office

Ara Bailey Brown
The Bailey Brown Law 

Office LLC

Athena Dickson
Siro Smith Dickson PC

Kelly Frickleton
Bartimus Frickleton 

Robertson Rader P.C.

Amy Coopman
Bridge Mediation, LLC

Emily Crane
Seigfreid Bingham, PC

Abraham Kuhl
Law Office of Young, 

Kuhl & Frick, LLC

Sara Harrison
Missouri Department of 
Higher Education and 

Workforce Development

Hon. Justin W. Howard
Kansas City Immigration 

Court

Ashley Garrett
Cummings McClorey Davis 

Acho & Associates, P.C.

Michael George
Polsinelli PC

Anne Marchael
Marchael Consulting, LLC

Erick Orantes
Stinson LLP

Elizabeth Murray
Baty Otto Coronado 

Scheer PC

Ronald Nguyen
The Law Office of 

Ronald Nguyen, LLC

Anthony McDaniel
Guin Mundorf LLC

Joseph McGreevy
McGreevy Law, LLC

Michelle Morris
Jackson County Public 
Administrator’s Office

Tamara Veit
McElligott, Ewan & Hall, PC

Aaron Wynhausen
Fox Rothschild, LLP

Learn more about the 2022 
SLA Mentors at kcmbf.org/sla



ATLANTA |  BOSTON |  CHICAGO |  DENVER |  HARTFORD |  HOUSTON |  KANSAS C ITY  |  LONDON  

LOS ANGELES |  MIAMI  |  NEW YORK |  ORANGE COUNTY |  PHILADELPHIA |  SAN FRANCISCO 

SEATTLE |  ST.  LOUIS  |  TAMPA |  WASHINGTON,  D.C .

John Lewis, Jr.
Partner and Chair, 

Firmwide Diversity + 
Inclusion Initiatives

Madeleine  
McDonough

Firm Chair

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

Lolly Cerda
Director of Strategic 
Diversity Initiatives

Shook is proud to support the 

KCMBF Student Law 
Academy.



Legal Pathway Speakers

Closing Cases Personal Finance

Tim Dollar
Dollar, Burns, Becker & 

Hershewe, LC

Prentiss Earl III
CommunityAmerica Credit 

Union

Benefits of Practicing 
Law in the Public Sector

Kimberly Fournier
Missouri Attorney General’s 

Office

Civil Litigation Panel

Athena Dickson
Siro Smith Dickson PC

Young Lawyers 
Panel

Kelly Frickleton
Bartimus Frickleton 

Robertson Rader P.C.

Reality v. Reality T.V.

Dana & Keith Cutler
James W. Tippin 

& Associates

Charnissa 
Holliday-Scott

Kansas City Public Schools

Overview of 
Education Law

Ángela María García
Kansas City Metropolitan 

Bar Association

Finding Your Voice

Kelle Gilmore
Burmeister Gilmore LLP

Family Law 101

Jordan Glasgow
Blake & Uhlig, PA

Young Lawyers 
Panel

Peter Goss
The Goss Law Firm, PC

Multi-District 
Litigations

Jennipher Hawkins
Family Court Division- Circuit Court 

of Jackson County, Missouri

Abuse and Neglect Cases 
in Juvenile Court

Nikki Cannezzaro
Franke Schultz & Mullen, PC

Hon. Corey A. Carter
16th Judicial Circuit Court 

Kansas City Municipal Division

Candice Coats
Seyferth Blumenthal & 

Harris LLC

Civil Litigation Panel Municipal Court 
Overview Civil Litigation Panel Career Preparations

& Mediation Workshop

Amy Coopman
Bridge Mediation, LLC

Jeremy Baldwin
Jackson County 

Prosecutor’s Office

Life of a Murder Case

Sarah Bradshaw
Sharp Law LLP

Young Lawyers 
Panel

Erin Hunt
Jackson County Prosecutor’s 

Office

Prosecutorial Discretion

Jessica Hutchison
U.S. Department of Labor, 

Office of the Solicitor

Financial Literacy 

Sylvester ‘Sly’ James
Wickham James Strategies 

& Solutions

Jolie Justus
University Health

Making the Law: Lawyers 
as Legislators & Lobbyists

Hon. Victor Howard
Jay Daugherty Mediation 

& Arbitration

Mediation 
Workshop

Mediation 
Workshop

Hon. Justin W. Howard
Kansas City Immigration Court

Immigration Law

Vanessa Kamberis
United States Courts Western 

District of Missouri

A Conversation 
with Judge Wimes

Timothy Laughlin
Long & Robinson, LLC

Wellbeing in Law

Samantha Long
Berkowitz Oliver LLP

Kansas City Paralegal 
Association Panel

Anne Marchael
Marchael Consulting, LLC

Young Lawyers 
Panel

Hon. Cynthia L. Martin
Missouri Court of Appeals, 

Wester District

Prepare for a Career 
as a Judge

William Martucci
Shook, Hardy & Bacon 

L.L.P.

Happiness in 
the Law



Dr. Angie Pastorek
The University of Kansas

Professional Skills 
Workshop

Mary Jane Peal
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P

Erica Perkin
The Perkin Law Firm, LC

Hon. Beth Phillips
United States Courts Western 

District of Missouri

Wesley Pluviose-Phillip
United States Courts 

Western District of Missouri

Intellectual Property 
Law Personal Injury Law An Overview of 

Federal Courts 
A Conversation 

with Judge Wimes

Steven Alan Ramsey
Veterans United Home Loans

A Different 
Kind of Lawyer

Hon. Janette K. 
Rodecap

16th Judicial Circuit Court 
of Missouri, Jackson County

Kamillia Scott
Dentons US LLP

Rachel Scribner
Turney LG

Wes Shumate
Davis Bethune & Jones, LLC

Lesley Smith
Federal Public Defender’s 
Office | Jackson County 

Bar Association 

Judicial Decision 
Making

Real Estate 
Transactions

Kansas City Paralegal 
Association Panel Civil Litigation Panel DEI Panel

Courtney Stout
Williams Dirks Dameron LLC

Wellbeing in Law

Legal Pathway Speakers

Anthony McDaniel
Guin Mundorf LLC

Meghan McKernan
Gilmore & Bell, PC

Ronald Nguyen
The Law Office of Ronald 

Nguyen, LLC

Public Speaking Transactional Law Immigration Law

Michelle Marvel
Bartimus Frickleton Robertson 
Rader P.C. | Association for 

Women Lawyers

Marcus McLaughlin
McLaughlin Law Firm |

KCMBA’s Diversity Section

DEI Panel DEI PanelDEI Panel

Nhu Nguyen
Asian American Bar 

Association

Joseph Nietfeldt
Jackson County Juvenile 

Office

Phyllis Norman
Norman & Graves, LLC

Sean O’Brien
UMKC School of Law

 Delinquency Cases 
in Juvenile Court Civil Litigation Panel Miracle of Innocence 

LeeAnn Parmenter
Berkowitz Oliver LLP

Kansas City Paralegal 
Association PanelDEI Panel DEI Panel

Erick Orantes
Stinson LLP |Hispanic Bar 

Association

Rachel Orr
Lathrop LGM | LGBTQ 

Bar Association

Mikah Thompson
UMKC School of Law

Tamara Veit
Langdon & Emison, LLC

Sherri Wattenbarger
U.S. Department of Justice, 
Office of The U.S. Trustee

Adam Weaver
Lexitas

Daniel Weddle
UMKC School of Law

Race and the Law Family Law 101 Financial Literacy Day in the Life of a 
Court Reporter

School Speech and 
the First Amendment

Gillian Ruddy Wilcox
ACLU of Missouri

Civil Rights Litigation 



KCMBF Student Law Academy Committee

Ángela María García
Kansas City Metropolitan 

Bar Association

Amy Coopman
Bridge Mediation, LLC

Athena Dickson
Siro Smith Dickson PC

Kelly Frickleton
Bartimus Frickleton Robertson  

Rader P.C.

Charnissa Holliday-Scott
Kansas City Public Schools

Abraham Kuhl
Law Office of Young, 

Kuhl & Frick, LLC

Elizabeth Murray
Baty Otto Coronado PC

Nancy Kenner
The Kenner Law Firm

Tamara Veit
McElligott, Ewan & Hall, PC

Gillian Ruddy Wilcox
ACLU of Missouri

Phyllis Norman
Norman & Graves, LLC

Kamillia Scott
Dentons US LLP

Hon. Paul C. Wilson
Supreme Court of Missouri

Hon. Brian C. Wimes
United States Courts Western 

District of Missouri

Michelle Wimes
The Children’s Mercy 

Hospital

Andrew Wimmer
Jack Henry & Associates, Inc

Hon. J. Dale Youngs
16th Judicial Circuit Court of 

Jackson County, Missouri

You Can Be A 
Lawyer

A Conversation 
with Judge Wimes Imposter Syndrome

Corporate Responsibility 
and Sustainability 

Prepare for a 
Career as a Judge

Legal Pathway Speakers



Susan Wally 
PREP-KC President 

& CEO

Vickie Mauck
KCMBA/KCMBF
Executive Director

Sharra Wagner
KCMBF Foundation 

Director

Keva Gorman
PREP-KC Career 

Pathways Specialist

Olivia Jensik
KCMBF Foundation 

Manager

Robin Levine
KCMBA Director of 
Events & Hospitality

Student Law Academy partners with local education non-profit organization The Partnership 
for Regional Education Preparation-Kansas City (PREP-KC). PREP-KC serves six school districts 
and three charter schools (Allen Village, Center, Independence, KCKPS, KCPS, Grandview, 
Guadalupe Centers, and Hickman).

SLA Support

Founded in 1979, Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation (KCMBF) is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Its vision is to serve as a force in the com-
munity, channeling lawyers’ commitment to solving problems and building an 
equitable future.

KCMBF is proud to have three Legal Connection programs that actively improve the justice system throughout the 
metropolitan Kansas City area: Domestic Violence Alliance, Military Matters, and Student Law Academy.



Thank You to Our 2022 Sponsors

Summa Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Order of the Coif

Stinson LLPDentons US LLP Athena M. Dickson Gyllenborg & Brown, P.A. The Goss Law Firm, PC

JoEllen was a Student Law Academy committee member, 
presenter, and an SLA Mentor. Learn more about JoEllen’s 
impact at kcmbf.org/joellen.

In memory of 
JoEllen Flanagan Engelbart


