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Perseverance

KCMBF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Lauren Perkins Allen

KCMBF is a platform for all of us in Kansas City's legal profession to aspire to greatness 
through service. It takes service and significance to make a true impact in our community. By 
using the vast array of talents in the legal field, we have produced ways and harnessed energy 
among us to give back to Kansas City. When we bring significance and attention to our efforts, 
success will follow. As such, we must not only find a way to serve, but strive to do the right 
thing. We always seek to do our best because people notice as evidenced by the many acco-
lades awarded to KCMBF. Our achievements are a compilation of all our efforts. I recognize and 
applaud all of you for doing the right thing and making an impact.

Perseverance…a word that has been on my mind lately. Having just witnessed the KU 
Jayhawks overcome a double-digit halftime deficit to win the NCAA Men’s Basketball Cham-
pionship took perseverance.¹ It was an amazing feat to watch play out against a legendary 
program like University of North Carolina. The next day, I found myself making introductions 
at KCMBF’s Student Law Academy’s Career Jumping Event, an opportunity to connect with 
urban high school students in fulfilling our mission to provide meaningful exposure to 
careers in the legal profession and a broad overview of the legal system. It brought to mind 
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson’s testimony in her Confirmation Hearings before Congress. 
Here’s what Justice Jackson had to say in her hope to inspire:

With the leadership of KCMBF’s Board of Directors, our vision has remained steadfast 
through the trials and tribulations of the last few years. Keeping in line with the Foundation's 
mission and vision, our membership has kept us moving forward in a productive direction. 
We know who we are and where we want to go. Inspire the next generation. Please join 
our efforts by volunteering your time, treasure, and talent with our Legal Connection Pro-
grams: Domestic Violence Alliance, Military Matters, and Student Law Academy, or planning 
for our largest fundraiser, Liberty & Justice Gala.n

¹ Even though I am a Mizzou Tiger, I do appreciate good basketball.

Congratulations to Dawn M. Parsons 
of Shaffer Lombardo Shurin for be-
ing selected as this month’s Military 
Matters Pro Bono Spotlight. To learn 
more, visit the KCMBF Facebook page,
Instagram account, or kcmbf.org/mili-
tarymatters.
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Dawn M. Parsons

"I appreciate the opportunity to speak to young people…I hope to inspire people to try to 
follow this path because I love this country. Because I love the law. Because I think it is 
important that we all invest in our future…and the young people are the future and so I 
want them to know that they can do and be anything. …I’ll tell them what an anonymous 
person said to me once. I was walking through Harvard Yard my freshman year. As I men-
tioned I went to public school and I didn’t know anything about Harvard until my debate 
coach took me there to enter a speech competition and I thought this is a great university, 
it was basically one of the only ones I’d seen and I said maybe I’ll apply when I’m a senior. 
But I get there and whoa it’s so different… it was rough, it was different from anything I’d 
known. There were lots of students there who were prep school kids … who knew all about 
Harvard and that was not me. I think the first semester, I was really homesick, I was re-
ally questioning. Do I belong here? Can I make it in this environment? And I was walking 
through the yard in the evening and a black woman that I did not know was passing me on 
the sidewalk and she looked at me and I guess she knew how I was feeling and she leaned 
over as we crossed and she said, "Persevere. I would tell them to persevere.""


