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KCMBF PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

WANT TO GET INVOLVED  
WITH THE FOUNDATION?

Email info@kcmbf.org

Congratulations to Jonathan L. 
Lowrey of Lowrey Legal LLC for being 
selected as this month’s Military 
Matters Pro Bono Spotlight. To learn 
more, visit KCMBF's Facebook page, 
Instagram account, or kcmbf.org/
militarymatters.

Jonathan L. Lowrey

PRO BONO SPOTLIGHT

Leon Versfeld

A Letter from Leon
Howzit
 
In my previous article, we talked a little about KCMBF’s Student Law Academy (SLA) and our 
kick-off event where we had over 40 students attend to learn about the opportunity that SLA 
provides.  
 
This year marks our fifth year of SLA programming, giving more opportunities to underrepre-
sented high school students from the Kansas City area. SLA’s objective is to provide these stu-
dents with an opportunity to engage in meaningful paid programming to spark or further their 
interest in a career in law. With two of our graduates already admitted to law school, we aim to 
continue our efforts to provide opportunities to Kansas City area students in their aspiration to 
go to law school.

To be selected for the SLA program, students were asked to make a video wherein they make 
their case on why they should be selected to participate in one of the limited SLA opportunity 
slots. Our cutoff date to submit videos was April 21, and on May 1 students are selected. The 
first part of our SLA program will run from June 5 – June 30 wherein students will participate in 
daily educational presentations on different careers and topics in the law. The second part of 
the SLA program runs from July 10 - July 28 and covers the job shadow segment.

It is always hard to only have limited spots available for these students, and not have the cap-
acity to enroll everybody. This year we have doubled the opportunity. This, however, comes at a 
cost, and we still NEED YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT. Think of those who invested in you when 
you had similar aspirations to become a lawyer. Become a sponsor today!

Email us at info@kcmbf.org and let us know at what level you want to make a tax-deductible 
contribution. 

Military Matters – A quick update on this remarkable program.
 

•We’ve received 89 legal referrals so far in the first quarter of 2023. This is up 25% from 
the first quarter of 2022. Our volunteer attorneys have been busy with referrals, and many 
have picked up multiple cases in a short turnaround time. 

•There are currently 16 open cases pending a volunteer match. This is a higher number 
than usual, month-to-month.

•Family Law and Estate planning are the highest referral types of this quarter.

•DON’T MISS IT: The Military Matters VeteRun 5k is scheduled for August 5th. (Scott 
Gyllenborg has already started training.)

And finally, our Afrikaans words for the month of May: 

What we have learned so far - 

Howzit – A South African informal way of saying “hello.”

Baie Dankie - Afrikaans for “Thank you very much.”

Groete – Afrikaans for “regards.”

Lekker – This word has a very versatile meaning and can be used to describe anything you 
like/enjoy/find tasty.  

Braai – This is the Afrikaans word for barbeque (BBQ). However, there is a difference between 
the South African braai and the American BBQ in that a braai just isn't considered a braai if 
cooked on a gas grill. The visit around the fire with a drink and good company is what a true 
braai is all about.  

Rugby – This is one of the national sports played in South Africa. The South African national 
team is called the Springboks. Those who play the game define it as a collision sport of elegant 
violence where the ball is moved forward by throwing it backwards. 

Prokureur – Afrikaans for “attorney” or “lawyer.”

Advokaat - Afrikaans for “advocate."  In South Africa (similar than in the U.K) there is a distinc-
tion between an attorney and an advocate (solicitor/attorney and barrister/advocate). 

Michelle Jakobe

Congratulations to Michelle Jakobe, 
Attorney and Owner at Jakobe Law  
Firm, LLC for being selected as 
this month’s Military Matters Pro 
Bono Spotlight. To learn more, 
visit KCMBF’s Facebook page, 
Instagram account or kcmbf.org/
militarymatters.

KCMBF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

If you don’t know Russ, odds are you have heard of him – he is seemingly everywhere! But what many 
may not have realized is the reason he is everywhere: he is a dedicated servant leader who is passion-
ate about Kansas City, the legal profession, and giving back to the community. In each of his leadership 
roles, Russ has demonstrated he is no egomaniac. Russ takes his commitment to prioritizing the great-
er good seriously. He is a collaborative leader who works to engage others and is quick to give others 
credit for their contributions. 

This may be why Russ has served in too many leadership positions to note in this one article. Those of 
you who are active with the KCMBA likely know he has been a dedicated volunteer for the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Bar Association for decades – serving in numerous roles including as KCMBA President 
in 2016. And after his many years of service and leadership with the KCMBA, he could have justifiably 
rested on his laurels and focused on his family and busy practice. But that is just not who he is. 

Since his KCMBA Presidency, Russ has stayed busy serving and leading. In addition to his leadership 
roles within our firm and his service through numerous community 
organizations, Russ has spent countless volunteer hours working 
to improve the leadership and services provided by state and local 
bars through his work with the National Conference of Bar Presidents 
(NCBP). And, consistent with his recognized leadership ability, he even 
spent three years serving on the NCBP’s Leadership Council, where he 
was instrumental in crafting substantive programming and events at 
its national conferences. That’s right folks, he was one of the leaders 
of the leaders – serving those leaders to help them best serve others. 

And he did all of this while also maintaining an active trial practice and 
spending time with his growing (and geographically diverse) family. Russ and his wife Susan are the 
proud parents of Hillary, Lindsey, and Libby. Hillary and her husband Anthony Castiglia live in Phoenix, 
Arizona with their 4-year-old son Graham. Lindsey (a lawyer with Ropes & Gray) lives in Burlington, Ver-
mont with her husband Dan Jacobs (also a lawyer) and their 3-month-old daughter Evangeline. While 
their youngest, Libby, lives closer by with her husband Ross Merrill, she too has a busy schedule as an 
in-house attorney with SelectQuote, Inc.

Despite the many long hours he dedicates here at Polsinelli and to his family, it is no surprise to me 
that he is now giving more of his time to serve as the KCMBF President. KCMBF’s mission is to serve 
the community by creating and supporting public service or educational programs which promote the 
administration of justice, delivery of legal services, professional development or respect of the law. 
With his experience in leadership at the KCMBA and the NCBP, Russ is uniquely qualified to lead the 
Foundation as it pursues this mission – one which he clearly shares. 

I am excited to see what wonderful things he and the Bar Foundation Board accomplish this year, and I 
am grateful for Russ’s willingness 
to serve and to lead. I hope you, 
like me, are inspired to recommit 
yourself to serving others as Russ 
has done and will undoubtedly do 
as long as he is able. n

2024 KCMBF President: Russ Jones, 
Servant Leader.

About the Author
Lauren Tucker McCubbin, Shareholder, Vice Chair  
of Commercial Litigation, Polsinelli. In recognition of  
her leadership and dedication to the legal profession, 
Lauren was voted in as the 2022-2023 president of  
The Missouri Bar.
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